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Remember, these little self-governing communities were scattered
throughout the land for hundreds of years before we were a free
people in the modern sense of the word; before the franchise was
extended to every household. Undoubtedly the poor, who had little
advantages of intellectual culture, owed very much to their
membership of Methodist chapels, or of Independent meeting
houses, or of Baptist churches, in various parts of the country,
where they squabbled with each other until they learned to bear
with one another in patience and charity.

On the whole then, I would say that the chief value that we
should assign to Nonconformity in the history of this country is
not on account of the theological opinions it has advocated, or the
theoretical arguments whereby it has maintained them; but rather
on account of its moral and political activity. And they who appraise
this rightly will find in Nonconformity one of the most beneficent-
factors in the evolution of the British nation.